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THE ACROPOLIS AND ITS MUSEUM 


a BY GEORGE SOTIRIADES PROF. DP PHIL. 


THE ACROPOLIS. 


Phe Mapai of Acne a ae limestone rock | 


_ height of 156 metres! above the sea level. Its width is — 
also 156 metres, its length 270 metres, its shape from 3 
east to west is oval and its area is about 30 ,000 square — 
metres. It is situated in the midst of the plain of Attica, © 
which is bounded on the east by Mt Hymettus (1027 m.), — 
‘on the north-east by M* Pentelicon (1110 m.), on the 


| - galeus (468 m.). The original town of Athens was built — 
entirely on this rock, which was fortified by high and — 

: strong walls, from 4. 50 to 6 metres in thickness. Remains — 
of these, which can still be seen to the south of the Pro- 
 pylaea and by the east wall, as well as in other places, . 
Ms are shown in Figure 2. | | 
ae ‘These walls are called Pelasgian or Cyclopean and 
a were built during: the 294 ynillenium B. C. At this time, _ 


7G 1 eine a eet, 3 Gee sporomi te, 


with precipitous sides coat on the west, rises to a “ae 


north by Mt Parnes (1413 m.) and on the west by Me Ac. 


i 


pe bes © 


Given 2000 pd 1000 B. C. and particularly between 


4500 and 1200 B. C,, an important civilisation flourished _ io 


~~ an Greece, the ae and home of which was in the. 


| large island of Crete. The most important town in Greece _ 


: es was at that time Mycenae, not far from Nauplia, in Argo- es 


: lis. This was the capital of Agamemnon, the richest and 


Soe most powerful of all the kings of Greece, which was 
Ae, then divided into many small kingdoms. As the foremost 

i leader of Greece he made war against Troy and this war 

ce has been immortalized by Homer in his Iliad. Owing to. 


Mycenae being the first town of Greece in the 274 mille- 


: nium B. C, the civilisation of this period is called Myce- a 

| . naean. At ty ccte were found the tombs of the ancient : : 
|). ‘kings, and, the golden treasure and other objects from. ; 

- them can be seen in the National Museum. 


Athens at this time was built entirely on the rock. : 


| oe It was called the «Polis» (town) and within it. dwelt the 
(king and the nobles, while the labourers, tradespeople 


, and the rest must have dwelt in little villages scattered a 
about the plain. Whea in later years, probably long _ 


Se ee _ after 1000; B. Cy ‘the town spread below the rock, the _ 
lower town was called the «Asty» (city) and the rock» 


itself the Acropolis (i. e. the upper town or citadel). Cra 
~ dually however the people ceased to live upon the Acro- 


ee polis which was then given up entirely to the worship _ : 


e tof the gods, and especially to that of Athena, the pro- 


. : “tecting goddess of the city. Only during the reigns Of a 


a ‘the usurpers of the kingly power, Peisistratus and his 


es sons (560- SOB. = did it again serve as a iyeine a 


: . | place and fortress, 


The Acropolis was always fordiied by walle but ae ; 


oe a Pelasgian walls pont remained intact until 480 B. c. when sae 


es mistocles, who commanded the Greek fleet at Salamis, 


| - _Erechtheum. At this time the Greeks built neither temples 
: ~ earliest temples on the Acropolis were built about 700 


were called «xoana». 


the Persians eee re Alter the oC. had anes 
them out by the naval battle of Salamis in 480 B.C. and 
by the battle of Plataea in 479 B.C, they entirely re- 
newed the old fortifications and even lend them. The- 
_ built the northern wall in 478 B. C. as it stands today 
and Cimon, his contemporary and successor, erected the 
southern and eastern walls in 465 B. G. The outer face 
: of the eastern and southern walls has been since. resto- 
red, first by the Venetians about 1400 A. D. and later 

during the Turkish period 1456-1833 A. De he Ge 
oe Belonging to the most ancient period of the history 
of Athens can still be seen not only the remains of the 
Pelasgian or Mycenaean walls, which have been mentio- . 
ned above, but also traces of the palace and other 
dwellings. These, which we shall have to refer to again. 
are on the north’ side of the Acropolis. and near the 


y for their gods, nor made statuesin their honour, but simply 
erected altars and worshipped in sacred groves. The. 


B.C. and about the same time statues to the gods were 
) made out of the trunks of trees. ‘These wooden ae 


With the increasing een: of. the city, art a 
progressed and so between 700 and 480 B. C. the Acro- 
_ polis was adorned by many temples and numerous statues. 
The temples were built of « poros>, a kind of soft 
limestone, and the sculptures were at first of the same 
_ material though afterwards marble was used. All these 
architectural and sculptured monuments were barbarously 
_ (destroyed. by the Persians in 480 and ae B. a ‘After 


Ave AY, 6th) Domes bol pit) ue be t Me 
PEN Wun hana PMs 5 st 4 
tA y ie sie it wy Tt 

iL MS Ty Be ee 
ages ait liv is BCH 

Ss tS lL 

i Ue iy Y 

he ea ‘Y , 
« ds * . ite 


but i in he. beautiful Pentelic marble. ‘The foe a a 


‘Pappus on to the Acropolis. 


was changed under the Romans about the 1: century A. D. ie 


ee on the Acronslion no ae bene ane (pores aes 


Le fell into he heehee io oarine which was in ae oN 
Propylaea, and an explosion wrecked this ‘marvellous 
building. In 1687 the beseiging Venetians, under the 
command of Morosini, threw a bomb into the powder 
magazine, then in the Parthenon, and so this famous 
emple was also destroyed. In the same year the Turks |) ie 
| demolished the elegant temple of the Wingless Victory 
and with the stones built a bastion in the Pr opylaea, bub 
after 1833 the temple was re-erected out of its original = : 
blocks. Tn di 802 Lord Elgin took almost all the sculptured : 
blocks | from the Parthenon and removed them to London 
and finally in 1826 and 1827, during the wat of Indepen-- 4 
dence, the. monuments were again damaged by the bela 
seiging Turks who shot bombs from the hill of Philo- Oy: 


SOf: the two following illustrations, the fire eee 3) Lace 
hows. the Acropolis | from the west as it was in the most a . 
glorious y years of ancient Greece, that is to say in the 5" oo 
entury B. C,, the other (Figure 4) shows how the entrance ae 


a Se ae 1 page 18 which, represents a view ae the se aeopto ee 


> 


marble flight of steps with a road in the midale for te 


The Entrance to the Acropolis. 
- The two towers at the present entrance to the Acro- 
“pall were built during the Roman period, perhaps as far 
_back as the reign of the Emperor Septimius Severus 10358 
211 A. D,). The present narrow doorway and the wall are. 
built of stones taken from an ancient monument, demo- 
lished by the Romans, which stood a little to the west 


Figure 3. — The entrance, in classical times. 


of the theatre of Dionysus. The Romans, probably i in the 
‘time of Emperor Caligula about 40 A. De built a large. 


sacrificial animals, leading from these towers and ne & 
doorway up to the Propylaea (see Figure 4), The steps 
were destroyed under the Turkish rule and were only 
roughly reconstructed on the right hand side out of the 
ancient marbles after ee From Bue the a pen 
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. Ai eSucheri side Helow the tower of ae Wingless Victory 
‘ (see Figure. 6) anda paved road led in ZAg - zags up to 
: : the Propylaea. Another similar road can be seen even 
| i “now at Delphi, leading from the entrance of the sacred 
a . enclosure | ae ‘to = temple. 


The faction cf Cimon; the Temple 
of the Wingless Victory; the base of the statue 
of Perens the well of bas oaks 


a. eaiie the Merecene steps we see on the right the 
: ee eton of Cimon, upon this was built in about 450 B.C. 
the little temple of the Wingless Victory. This exquisite 
building: is shown in its restored state in Figure 5. It. 


Figure 4. — The entrance, in Roman times. 3 


- was A temple of ten who was given the name of. 

2 _ Victory after the victories of the Greeks over the net sians. tui 
nd: was hence generally called the temple of Athena | 
; a Victory. In tee front of the Henle was a | doorway and a, 


-  8part is still to be seen, ee the victory. ob the 


was a balustrade, showing in relief winged | figures 


: 68 windows, seal Sithia: was a Wecdene Betas of Athena, 
seated and an in one hand her helmet and 3 in | the 


eke 


_ Athenians over the Persians at Plataea in.479 By iC In 
front of the Temple was an altar. All round the bastion 


: emblematic of Victory decorating, trophies 0 or ee 


Sf 


eases) 


Ail Say eS nie le 
=e vs 


ks re 5. — The Temple of the Wingless Victory. ce 


sacrifices” to Athena, Fragments of these wonderful 
reliefs are to be seen in the Museum in the room on ‘the 
right hand side of the entrance. The Temple is what is 
technically known as an ‘Amphiprostyle Ionic Temple’ 
~ which means that it is in the Ocul ie and has columns 
- at both ends. | : ae 

ve Opposite the bastion of holon to abe north stands a 
i base of the Roman period. It was built 1a 2) Cc and 


oe carried a statue oe the Roman admiral Agrippa, son-in- law 


# 


ee he Euiperor [beige in a chariot. To the north of 
this base an ancient mediaeval | stairway leads to the 
Ww well of the Cl lepsydra whichis now inside a small christian 
ye dedicated to the oe Apostles. 

| | 

: The Propylaea. , 

oo he oldest oe closare of Pelasgian walls on the Acro- 
_ polis is seengin Figure 2.. The western side of it passed 

_ through the Propylaea but there was also an outer wall, 
_ which passing outside the present entrance between the 


Le in ancient times the Pelargikon. It also included some of 
2 the ground to the northwest and perhaps also some on 
the south s:de. Of this wall not a fragment is now lefty 
and the only existing remains belong to walls and other | 

: es of mediaeval and Turkish times. fs 

In the inner Pelasgian wall which passed through the S 
aa Propylaea, Peisistratus, in about 540 B.C, built an impo- 
| sing gateway or Propylon” as the Greeks. called such 


_ towers, enclosed the western side of the Acropolis, called _ 


a entrances. A part of this still survives behind the south. 


77 west corner of the Propylaea. Pericles however under-_ 
took the construction of a noble marble building to form - 
i a ‘farseen front’ (cnhavyas 106600) for the whole of the - 

: _ western end of the Acropolis. In 437 B. C. the architect. 
. Mnesicles began the wotk, which was however interrupted — 
me in 432-ByC. before it was finished, by the Peloponnesian 
as war which began i in the spring of 431 B.C. we | 
About ten million drachmas! were expended on this : 
ics It was on the south side that the work remai- 
ned unfinished. In _ Figure © We sce: the original, ie) 


2 £s 400, 000. 


fe Bee pe s a aS Figure 6. = Mnesicles’ Plan of the Propylaea. es Se oe Se = 5 ars 
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accomplished plan of Mnesicles with the two wings on 
the west and the two porticoes on the east side; 
Figure 7 we see how the south-west wing was aside 
: to be completed. Figure 8 TeDEEREN ts the Hee view 
of the Propylaea. : | 
This magnificent building consists of one central — 
hall, the “Propylon’, and two rooms, which flank it on 
either oe It has in front six Doric columns which create 


pint i i ute 


= SSS 
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Figure 7.— The west wing restored. 


a deep impression by their austere grandeur and stately 

simplicity. Within are six Ionic columns of more slender 

_ proportions and more richly decorated, which support 

- the marble roof. Large wooden doors lead to the eastern 

portico, also supported by six Doric columns through 

which the incomparable view of the rich temples and 

ae y innumerable works of art on the Acropolis broke upon 
the gaze of the worshippers. Inside the hall were statues | 

— and el of art. The marble ceilin g was decorated with 


Figure 8. — The restored view of Propylaea. 
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- coloured panels, many of which are still preserved and 
_ have lately been restored to their original positions. 
Se ie The beams of the ceiling, each 6.30 metres in length, 
are also of marble; two of these, which were lying broken _ 
upon the pavement, were also put back in their original | 
place. The room on the north contained pictures and 
was therefore called the «Pinacotheca>. On the two pro- 
 jecting: walls in front of the Propylaea were bronze sta- | 
tues of horsemen and on the south the base of one with . 


the east, two large porticoes were to have been built, 
4 : but on account of the war they remained unfinished 1}. 
on 1387 the Franks built a large tower, afterwards taken | 
a : down in 1875, out of the stones from the pro aee j 


eer ‘The Temple of Artemis. Brauronia; the statue : : 
2 of pinene Promachus ; the old Temple of Athena. 


: oe When we pass through the Propylaea we have on 
| our right the sacred enclosure of Artemis Brauronia 
ee (Brauron was asmall villagein Attica). At present ‘nothing : 
can be seen but the position of two porticoes, and of the | 
ee : temple itself not a fragment remains. oe 
oe oo All over the Acropolis can be seen cuttings in the | 
ye Esch, marking the positions of inscribed columns, statues _ 
and other votive offerings. On entering the Acropolis — 
and turning first to the right and then towards the west 
we see in the corner where the Pelasgian wall joins the — 
i. Propylaea, remains of Ue earlier Propylon, built by 

\ evans | : 3 | | 

Left of the entrance and about midway between the 


mag ae Rp See Fignre 6. 


its inscription can still be seen. Inside the Propylaea on — . 
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2 Propylaea and the Erechtheum stood the great bronze A 
statue of Athena Promachus or Polias (the protecties: Ok aS 


the City), a work of the artist Pheidias. 


If we walk straight on towards the east we fad bet 
ween the Parthenon on the right and the Erechtheum on ae 
the left, the remains of the foundations of alarge temple, 
which was built in ‘poros’ stone by Peisistratus be- 
tween 54) and 520 B. C. This Athenian monarch, or as : os 
the ancients called him ‘Tyrant’, was a patron of poets __ 
and artists, and adorned Athens for the first time with _ 
fine public buildings. The plan of this ancient temple of 
Athena can be seen in Figure 9. Even before the time alte 
of Peisistratus there was another temple there, built by 
Solon the law-giver of Athens not long after 594 B.C. 


Its length was 100 feet, but it had no colonnade. 


Peisistratus however added the colonnade and orna- 


mented the gables with marble statuary, still preserved 


in the Museum: the corresponding sculptures of he 
Temple of Solon were of «poros». The Temple thus Ahi oe 


restored by Peisistratus, which was commonly called the 


 Hecatompedon, was in the Doric style surrounded by a 
colonnade. The entrance to ancient Temples was almost —__ 
always from the east. The first little room to the east, 
divided into three aisles, was the chief sanctuary Or 


dwelling of the goddess and in it was the cultus-statue. 
‘The back part of the building to the west, which was 
‘called the «Opisthodomos» and consisted of a_ hall 


and two rooms, was used for storing the Temple treasure ae 
and for the offerings and vessels of the sanctuary. The 


altar on which’ the sacrifices were offered was outside : 


the Temple in the open air. This Temple was burnt and a 
destroyed me the Persians i in 480 and 479 a Ce and a 
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Athenians afterwards used the drums of the columns, the 
- architraves and the triglyphs as material for building the 
north wall of the Acropolis. A few capitals can be seen 
: today to the west of the Parthenon, where they were dug 
‘up in the place where the Athenians had thrown them. 


o® ©'@ ©-@ 
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Figureko. —‘Plan of the Picienis Petmele of Athena 
and projected Plan of the Erechtheum. 


On. all these. stones are traces of fire. Over the “poros’ 
stone with which the Temple was built was a ie of 
white stucco, still visible in certain parts. 

: Several architectural members of the Temple, for 
y instance the > triglyphs and cornices were picked out with 
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| leur especially with fed: Or blue, hile the ‘poros’ 
statues and reliefs were painted all over. The marble 
statues and architectural members were also party 
coloured. 


The Parthenon. 


The Parthenon, which was built during the ascen-— 


dance of Pericles (about 447-438 B. C), is the most won- 


derful building of all antiquity. Standing in an elevated — 
position it enhanced the brilliance of the other buildings — 


: and the countless statues and offerings which stood 
_ around it on the Acropolis. An earlier temple of «poros» 
_ stone had been begun on this site probably shortly 


eqper O10). Co. . 

3 After 490 B. C., when the Athenians iad dele ited: the 

- Persians at Marathon the design was slightly alteredand ~ 
the construction of the new temple was begun in marble. 


In 480 B. C. the Persians found it uniinished’ and .0-) 


| destroyed it; the drums of the columns, which had been 
damaged by fire, were used again by the Athenians after 
477 B. C. as materia! for the north wall of the Acropolis — 
_ near the Erechtheum, where they are still to be seen, 
and Pericles entirely rebuilt the temple on a new plan. 
Figure 10 shows both the first and the third plans; Fi- 
eure |i-the temple as it is today; Figure 12 its various 
sections. In Figure 13 can also be seen the internal view 
of the temple and the position of the statue of Athena, 


ce the goddess to whom it was dedicated. This was the 


wonderful gold and ivory Athena of Pheidias; the statue, 
which showed the goddess standing erect a ea 
up to the roof, rested on a marble base and was made 
ot wood overlaid with plates of ivory and gold. A small 
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marble copy of it, an inferior work of Roman. fee is” oe 
in the National Museum. Figure 14 is arestoration ofthe 
Parthenon, and Figure 15 shows a view of the restored DG 
corner from the east side. The ce//a alone was as long : 


as the whole ancient Temple of Athena. The large hall 


behind the principal sanctuary i. e. the cella was called — | | 
_the Parthenon; in it were kept the temple- vessels and | 
votive etnies to the goddess, and it was from this. 


| hall, that the whole temple took its name. : 
| To the west of the large hall was a smaller room 


called the Opisthodonios, | corresponding to the Pronaos _ - 


from the east side, and the space between the columns 
: of both was railed in. Both the cella and the large 
_ western hall were lighted solely by their ues and wide 
doors. There were no windows. a 

The cella was divided into three aisles. Four tne 


_ supported the roof of the large hall to the west. On the ae 
inner colonnade of the cella stood a row pol smaller ue | 


columns reaching to the roof. 


The roof of the Parthenon was aadoubeedly wooden oe 
' and was covered with marble tiles. The ceiling of the : . ‘ 
outer colonnade («Peristasis» or <Pteron») was of marble. Ce 
In the three steps leading to the entrances of the temple, ae 


at the east and west ends, were other smaller steps. . 


The space around the temple was certainly levelled (ae 


up to the steps and perhaps also paved. oo 
_ Above the architraves many metopes are to be seen, — 


but they have been much damaged by time and the 

‘Turks. Such as remained intact in Lord Elgin’s day — ae 
are now in the British Museum, as are also the sculptu-. ee 
res which adorned the eastern and ‘western gables. In’ cos 
the eastern gable was a representation of the birth of i ae 
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Parthenon restored 
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= The lost peur Pale ah a frieze he on 
) was s found i in n Perg amon in Asia Minor. Oe the altar” 


restored north-east 
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“sie, ee 20. a restoration Gen a 
The idea a the Erechtheum was originated by 


Tecat mpe do om or old temple of Athena, and took Ones a : 
tion. Phe. name Erechtheum iS derived from oe 


ee 
ne ee one of the most ancient a in Greek 


nth, =. 


Univ 
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Later : Erechtheus: was sidentified with Poseidon, and 


precious gift she vindicated her claim to the a 


Heiden af Cicer From this spot a spring of s sal It w (ate 
was said to have welled up and this was shown on the site : 
of the mediaeval reservoir seen from the north door. oo 
- Outside the. Erechtheum to the west was. the small 
toute of Pandrossos, a form of Mother- Earth. Within the 
enclosure of this little temple was the sacred. olive- tree 
produced by Athena in her contest with Poseidon; ay this 
Or the city, ene cat oe 
—  Lookime at the (atule trom the east we. can Lee 
_ distinguish traces of a christian church. 0 ee 

Mig. 18 shows the interior of the temple as it was sin 
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Figure 18. — The interior of the Erechtheum, iy 


antiquity. At the east ud where the io was na: 
higher than in the rest of the building, was the sanctuary 
of Athena with her ancient wooden image, the Palladion: : 
This sanctuary had a door and two windows to the east. 
- The lower western portion of the building contained 

the sanctuary of Erechtheus-Poseidon divided in two 
compartments. It was entered by the north portico and. 


door. The mediaeval. cistern, which in ancient times” 
‘contained the «Sea of Poseidon » > was covered” with 
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wood. West of the Erechtheum are two other stairways in . 


ae the north wall: one of these is very ancient; the frag- a. 


mentary steps of the other date from the mediaey st One 
‘Turkish period. To the west of the Erechtheum are to 2 


be seen, Some prehistoric walls -belonging ‘to the My-— a 


~ cenaean palace and other Mycenaean buildings wich. 


. once stood 6n the Acropolis. Close to the wall are. other. a 


ruins which form part of a portico and other unidenti- 


fied buildings dating from the classical petiod. Lower oF 


down are some ancient cisterns not far from the projected. a 


u north: hall of the Propylaea. Here, in the sixth century 


Pec) itis’ possible that the palace of Peisistratus stood. 
| idan: the area of the projected hall of the. Propylaea 
are the remains of a Frankish church. Below the north 


western wall of the Acropolis are the caves dedicated to — . 


the worship of Apollo and Pan. The adjoining cliffs ol 


i the Acropoli is were known in antiquity as the Long Rocks. a 
The slope below is described by ancient authors as — 


ye covered with tich green grass and flowers. 
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